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you would also have food to eat." (( 0 Brahman," replied
the Buddha, <( I too plough and sow, and having ploughed
and sown, I eat." t( But," said the Brahman, l( if you are a
husbandman, where are the signs of it ? Where are your
bullocks, the seed, and the plough." Then the Teacher
answered: (t Faith is the seed I sow ; devotion is the rain
that fertilizes it; modesty is the plough-shaft ; the mind is
the tie of the yoke; mindfulness is my ploughshare and
goad. Truthfulness is the means to bind ; tenderness, to
untie. Energy is my team and bullock. Thus this plough-
ing is effected, destroying the weeds of delusion. The har-
vest that it yields is the ambrosia fruit of Nirvana, and by '
this ploughing all sorrow is brought to an end." Then the
Brahman poured milk-rice into a golden bowl and handed
it to the Lord saying : (( Eat, 0 Gautama, the milk-rice. In-
deed, thou .art a husbandman ; for thou, Gautama, accom-
plishes! a ploughing, which yields the fruit of immortality."
When the Holy One desired to point a moral or convey a
reproof, he related an anecdote or a fable treating its char-
acters as representing the previous existences of himself
and the other persons concerned. Such anecdotes are
known as /a takas or birth stories. .More potent than his
word and his method was his wonderful personality. When
he talked with men, his lovely voice struck them with rap-
ture and amazement. Could mere words have converted
the robber AngulimSJa or the cannibal of Alavi ? To have
once come under his spell is to be his for ever. To meet
him is to be penetrated by his love (inaitri\ and to know
him is to love him for ever

In his last preaching tour the Master came to the towii of
PavA, and there in the house of Chunda, a worker in metals,
he had his last repast. After this he became ill, and moved
to Kusinagara in the eastern part of the Nepal ese Terai,
where he died at the ripe age of eighty about 477 B. c.*

* The actual cause of the death of the BudcUi;i \vs>, coupled with
extreme old ftp;o, an attack of dysentery induced l>y a meal of su^'am-
maddat'a,. "Some *'hink that. the dish consisted' of the succulent
parts of a young wild boar, while others suggest that sukara-mad-
dava was an edible faogus or mushroom. One suggestion is that the
dish consisted not of boar's flesh, but of wJtara kanda, the root of
a bulbous plant which is an article of vegetarian diet.